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To be continued every Saturpay. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


Ita omnia tn duas partes abjtra&ia funt. Republica, que media fuerat, de- 
lacerata. SALLuS?. 


SATURDAY, January if. 


To the BRITON. 


ZAR CONGRATULATE you upon the turn of 
ae © the tide. Factious clamour, is at low ebb, 
») and the refluent ftreams of truth and loyalty 
@ begin to vifit the channéls of public communi- 
ey cation. ‘The people at laft wake from their 
( dream of difcontent, and ftand aftonifhed at 
§ their own infatuation. Party hath (hrunk in 
"the day of trial. Mock patriotifm, when 
brought to the teft, like Satan at the touch of Ithuriel’s fpear, 
ftarted up in its own hideous form, wreathed with poifonous 
{nakes of pride and envy, rancour, and revenge. Univerfal detef- 
tation or contemptenfued. 
Tue leadérs of the oppofition made fuch q wretched figure, "f 
might even have excited compaftion in the hearts of thofe who di 
not remember, that the difcomfited crew were blackened with 
the fouleft {tains of matice and ingtatitude: that they were the very 
-perfons who had kicked their heels in the face of the belt of Sove- 
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reigns ; who had endeavoured to diftrefs the hands of govern- 
ment; who had employed infamous hirelings to traduce the moft 
refpectable characters of his family, to revile his fervants, and to 
{catter the feeds of difcord in the bowels of their country. Such 
were the demagogues, whofe families, upon acertain late oc- 
cafion, heaven, in its judgment, feemed to confound. 

One fuperannuated original, a quondam St—n floundered on 
as ufual in a fea of abfurdity, and was faved from finking by no- 
thing but his want of weight. His folly had formerly been pro- 
dudive of laughter, but now it was heard with filent difdain. 
Since that period, he is faid to have been inceffantly haunted, like 
the famous Conde d'Olivarez, the difcarded minifter of Philip 1V. 
with the gholt of his departed greatnefs. Sometimes it appears in 
Motley witha cap and bells; fometimes in the fhape of a borough- 
elector hanging upon a gibbet, with a purfe of money about his 
neck; fometimes it multiplies itfelf intoa whole Mughoufe-mob, 
drinking d—n tothe Tories; fometimes it affumes the form of a 
Weltphalian rat with long whifkers; and fometimes it takes the 


fizure of public credit, with a confumptive look, failing down the 
wind on blown bags of paper. Such are the horrid fpectacles that 
difcompofe the brain of this venerable patrician, and overwhelm 
him with fits of melancholy defpondence, from which nothing 
can roufe him but the found of marrow-bones and cleavers. This 
has nearly the fame effect upon him, as the fiddle has upon thofe 
who are bit by the Tarantula. He begins to wag his head and 
fhake his heels, toutter incoherent jargon, while he dances him- 
felf into a profufe {weat, which affords him a temporary relief 
until the caufe of his malady returns. 

Tue fubordinates of this great veteran, were ftill more difcom- 
pofed than their leader, They gazed at one another with looks 
of confternation. Their confcience flew in their faces: their in- 
tellects feemed to fail, and they underwent a momentary emotion 
of fhame and remorfe, fenfations which they had never felt before. 

When they beheld the N—n againft whom all their dark and 
dirty machinations had been formed, fecure in confcious inno- 
cence, and firmly eftablifhed on the rock of public virtue; when 
they heard that M—r, whofe integrity they threatened to impeach, 
whofe capacity they affected to undervalue, explain the nature of 
the preliminaries, and refute all the objections which they and their 
emiflaries had flarted tothe peace; when they heard him expa- 
tiate on the contefted articles, with that modeft confidence which 
internal virtue infpires, with that candour which had power to 
difarm prejudice; wjth that ftrength of reafon which enfured 
conviction, and evinced a mafterly knowledge of the fubject in de- 
bate; when they heard him fpeak on a variety of topics with eafe, 
fluency, and precifion, and anfwer the fiery ebullitions of perfo- 
nal abufe, with temper, dignity, and moderation, they were dif- 
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concerted, confounded and abafhed. Their flow of altercation 
fuddenly ftopped , their tongues denied their office ; they faltered 
in their utterance; they hefitated cenfure; they drawled out the 
disjointed tropes and figures of difcontent; they flood amazed like 
fo many fhaking monuments of God’s revenge againit fa@ion. 

Nor did party appear in more refpeétable colours in the neigh-. 
bouring fcene, when the great methodift of mock patriotifin 
mounted the roftrum, like a candidate of ancient Rome, folliciting 
the mob, in a flannel gown, the frowzy badge of courted popula- 
ritv. In vain he looked about inviting the attention of his audi- 
ence. In vain he recolleéted all thofe flowers that formed the 
noie-gays of his quondam oratory; they were grown {tale and 
naufeous, as fprigs of Rofemary which had been ufed to {weeten 
the air of acharnel-houfe, He attempted to refute his own maxims, 
and to fet the feal of repiobation upon the terms which he himfcit 
had approved. But, his demon had forfaken him: he no longer 
fafcinated the judgment of his hearers: they were fick of impofi- 
tion, and contradiction appeared too glaring to deceive. Even the 
torrent of his elocution was immediately exhaufted. He bewil- 
dered himfelf in a wood of inconfiftency, thro’ which he wan- 
dered forlorn and perpiexed, without being able to find the path 
from whieh he had deviated. He ballanced his hands, he chan- 
ged his attitude, he lifted up hiseyes, that witneffed huge di/may ; 
he declaimed and exclaimed ; he wearied Heaven with petitions, 
and his auditors with repetitions; he endeavoured to melt the 
heart, yet he raifed no paffion but contempt: he had the mortih- 
cation to fee every individual yawning around him, and to hear his 
voice drowned by the murmurs of difapprobation. Nevertheleis, 
if we may be allowed to ufe a wretched pun upon fuch a wretched 
fubject, he made a moving fpeech, for, almoft all his hearers 
moved away. Ina word, the once worfhipped idol is fallen to 
rifeno more; and if the prefent M—r had procured him another 
p—n to betray his party, he could not have more effectually 
brought it into difgrace. All his partifans feemed planet-ftruck, 
and hung their heads in manifeft defpondence. Ringwood, the 
mott noify beagle of his pack, opened his mouth, but was {fud- 
denly overawed, and in a moment ceafed to babble. In a word, 
the triumph of the M—r was compleat, and malignant faction 
was hooted from that place which ought to be facred to loyalty 
and patrioti{m. 

Ir is not however fo totally extinguifhed, but that its clamour 
ftill is heard among the dregs of the populace. The fhamelefs 
{cribbler, like the village-idiot, when the clock was filent, {till con- 
tinues to {trike fedition, from the force of habit, even though the 
{prings that firft moved him have ceafed to operate. The weekly 
libel itill appears replete with nonfenfe, falfhood and {currility, 


and tho’ banithed with difgrace from every creditable focicty, finds 
readers 
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readers among the vulgar herd of ale-houfe politicians. The mott 
fhocking exhibitions of infamous fcandal and ftupid ob{cenity, are 
publicly vended in the fhops of this metropolis, to the reproach of 
government, and the difgrace of the nation, as if our people de- 
lighted in malice and indecéncy, and there was no law in the 
kingdom to punifh the moft brutal licentioufnels. 

Wi ra reipect to thofe delicate pictures which are fet up to the 
view of every paflenger, if the civil magiftrate fo far neglects his 
duty, as to juffer the publifhers of them to pafs with impunity, 
and even to advertife them in the daily papers; it might be hoped, 
that the B—~p of L—n would exert himfelf in the interefts of re- 
ligion and morality, by taking cognizance of fuch notorious 
breaches of charity and decorum. Iwill venture to fay, that the 
venders and publifhers of fuch fcandalous trafh, would, under 
any other government, even the mildeft in Chriftendom, be pu- 
nifhed with the lofs of ears, or fcourged, or branded, and after- 
wards expelled with infamy from their country as common nu- 
fances. 

We want not laws to punifh fuch audacious incendiaries; and 
it is the duty of the government to fee thefe laws properly execu- 
ted, It isa duty which the government owes itfelf, becaufe, with- 
out fuch execution, its authority muft grow into contempt. It is 
a duty to the community, becaule, if thefe mifcreants efcape, 
their fuccefs will encourage other vermin of the fame {pecies to 
‘raife difturbances in the common-wealth, whére a few examples, 
in terrorem, would awe the whole daftardly tribe into filence and 
fubmiffion. 

Wuen I talk of examples, Ido not mean that the government 
fhould exert any power unknown to the conititution. Ido not 
mean that any new trammels fhould be hung upon the liberty of 
the prefs. Thank Heaven, there isno Star-chamber to intimi- 
date the free-born citizen of thefe days, No, 1 would have the 
delinquents left to the authority of the law; to the equity of a 
fairtrial; to the verdié of a Britifh jury. 

Tue law is fo tender of the fubjeét’s reputation, that in fome 
cafes, it interprets truth itfelf into a libel. If a man is therefore 
fubject to pains and penalties, to fine and imprifonment, for utter- 
ing unreafonable truths, for ftigmatifing a private character, al- 
ready known to be infamous; what punifhment does the malici- 
ous wretch deferve, who, prompted by envy and. revenge, or ac- 
tuated by the ftiill more fordid motives of hire, lifts the murderous 
quill to ftab the reputation of innocence, to fully the fair fame of 
the moft thining merit, and unite the moft treacherous difloyalty, 
with the moft rancorous defamation! _ 

I wou.p afk, if common honefty can refide within the breatt, 
which is confecrated to falfhood and diffimulation ; if one virtue 
of humanity can warm the heart that iwells with perfidy, with 
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hatred, and unprovoked revenge ; of if the Guts of a cood cfs! 
zen can ever be performed ‘by thé hired; or voluntary infkcument a 
of fedition? No; fuch acaitiff thould not efeaga unpunithed. He 
coes not deferve to enjoy the protection of thelaw, fir leisthe 
privileges of a native Briton’: he dyes nat delerve wo breathe | 
treeair of Heaven, but ought to be’ exiled from every. civilized 
this ftamp are thofe envenomed {eribblers, without 
ciple or talent, whofe libels have buzzed da long ia the ears of the | 
deluded multitude. Let them ‘be fumuroned before the tribunal 
of their country, whether they are the refule of thé fenats, the y) 
pulpit, or the bar; whether they, age the difgrace of mayiltracy, hdl 
the reproach of wealth, or the outcafts of fortune. When the 


mafk of patriotifm is plucked from their faces, they will ftand 
forth‘in their natural ‘recreants to loyalty, apoftates from 
truth, and enemies profefled of virtue and religion, They would i 
{don be fenhbpe, that their remaining unnoticed, was not owing 
either to lack of matter for accufation, or toa want of legal power iq 


to punifh their delinquency; but that the rod of correction has 


been with-held by an indulgent S—n, flow to anger, and by a 4 

mili ad—n, whofe vengeance all their nialice hath not been able if | 

to provoke. 
I sHouD be forry to fee even the worft criminals offered up as iW 


victims to refentment ; but there are certain facrifices to juftice, 
which order, decency, good morals, and public tranquillity re-_ 
quire. Thofe audacious wretches who, by dint of nauteous ob- 
fcene fketches, or rather fcratches, which they denominate poli- 
tical prints, have endeavoured todebauch the morals, loyalty, and 
tafte of their fellow-creatures, may be indicted as common nu- 
fances, or committed to the houte of correction by any ating 
juttice of the peace. As for-thofe.whe, have, with equal malice 


and effrontery, publified the weekly mefs of flander and fedition, 


they may be profecuted either by indi&tment or information, Al- | 
mott every page of their elegant lucubrations, exhibits a frefh li- iy 
bel againft the g—t, exclufive of paragraphs replete with the moft 4 
malicious defamation; and he mutt be very little acquainted with be 
the laws of his country, who cannot point owt in thofe writings, | 


divers and fundry paflages, which the law would probably inter- 
ret into a crime, even of a more capital nature, We know it 
hath been adjudged, that an attempt, forcibly to prefcribe laws to 
the K—g, and to reftrain him of bis power, implies a defign to de- 
prive him of bis crows and life; that words fpoken to draw 
away the affection of the people from the K—g, and to fir them up 
againft bim, tend to 
we know that,sGRIBERE ES7,,AGERE. , So little. caution ob- 


by thofe emiflaries of party. and feditiot; at 
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duals among them, have, in public coffee-houfes, furrounded by 
a circle of hearers, harangued by the hour upon fuch dangerous 
topics, mingling the moft attrocious aged with the moft au- 
dacious T—n, as if they had intended to declare open war againft 
decency, and fet the laws of their country at defiance. 

TueseE hints I communicate, not from any private pique or in- 
terefted view, but from a fincere regard to religion and morality ; 
a warm attachment to the beft of Kings, anda profound refpect 
to the civil regulations of fociety. Iam, 


SIR, 


Your very humble fervant, 


CURIO. 


( To be continued. ) 
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